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"UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES 8. MILLER, OF READING, PENNSYLVANIA.

APPARATUS FOR PURIFYING SEWAGE-WATER.

SPECIFICATION forming part.of Letters Patent No, 603,221, dated April 26, 1898.
Application filed July 10, 1897, Serial No. 644,102, (No model.)

To all whom it may concerr:

vania, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Apparatus for Purifying
Sewage-Water, of which the followingis a full

and complete specification, such as will en-

able those skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to apparatus for pu-
r1fyln<r sewage-water; and the object thereof
is to prov1de an improved apparatus for this
purpose whereby sewage-water may be puri-
fied and used for any des1red purpose and
whereby the foul odors which are occasioned

by the discharge of such water mto the open:

air are prevented
The invention is fully dlselosed in the fol-

lowing specification, of whichthe accompany- .

ing drawings form a part, in which—
Figure 1is a sectional plan or diagrammatie
view of myimproved apparatus, Fig. 2, apar-
tial seéction on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1 Fw 3;a
sectional side view looking in the du-ectlon of
the arrow ¢ of Fig. 1; Fw 4, a section on the

line 44 of Fig. 1, and Fig. 5 a section on ‘the

line 5 5 of Fig. 2.

In the drawmvs forming part of this speci-
fication the sepalate parts of my improve-
ment are designated by the same letters of
reference in each of the views, and in the
practice of my invention I provide an appa-
ratus for the purpose herein specified which
consists of two separate buildings or strue-
tures A and A? the first of which contains
the separating apparatus, whereby the bulky
substances,suchaspaperandsimilar material,
which will not filter are separated from the
water; and the second of which contains the

' ﬁltermor apparatus proper.
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My 1mp10ved apparatus for the purpose
herein specified is preferably located at the
lowest point of the sewerage system the wa-

-ter of which it is desired to purify, and in

Figs. 1 and 21 have shown at a a sewage-
pipe, and the building A is provided with a
plurality of compartments a?, which, as shown
in thedrawings, reference belnv made to Figs.
1 and 2, are-four in number, and communi-
cating with each of these compartments and

‘with the sewer a are pipes a?, each of which

1is prov1ded with a valve a* of any preferred '
Beitknown that I, JaAMES 8. MILLER, a citi-’

zen of the United States, residing at Readlng, ‘
in the county of Berks and State of Pennsyl--

construetion.
Hinged directly beneath the inner ends of

| each of the pipes a® in the compartments a?,

as shown at ¢’ is a trough-shaped screen a"',
which is of the form shown in cross-section in
Fig. 5, each of which consists of four layers
of wire-hetting, preferably composed of cop-
per wire, and the free ends thereof are pro-
vided with upwardly-directed rods o', which
are hinged thereto and which pass through
adjusting-nuts of, which are supported by
brackets a?, secured to the wall of the com-
partments o opposite that through which the
pipes a® enter, and by means of this construc-
tion the free ends of the trough-shaped
screens af may be raised orlowered, as will be
readily understood.

At a suitable distance below the trough-
shaped screens af the compartments o? are di-

| vided by transverse angle-irons B, which serve

as beams or supports, and above the trans-
verge angle-irons B is placed a wire screen b,
consisting of a number of sheets of wire-net-
ting, preferably composed of copper and of
very fine mesh, while above the screen b, com-
posed of copper, is a thick layer of coarse

‘corncobs b%, above which is placed a layer

b8 of ﬁnely—broken corncobs, and above the
layer b? is placed a layer b* of straw, this eon-
struction being best shown in Fig. 5

The water from the sewer o passes into the
trough-shaped screens a®and is filtered there-
through onto the layer of straw &% and said
water passes through said layer of straw b4,
through the first layer of finely-broken cobs
b3, and then through the coarse layer of cobs
b% and then through the wire netting or mat-
tmg b and falls into the slush-chambers b5,
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one of which is placed beneath each of the .

compartments o

Adjacent to the building A and preferably
on the same side as the sewer is a flush-well
C, and a pipe C*leads from the bottom of
each of the slush-chambers b°and discharges
into the flush-well, and another pipe (° ex-
tends downwardly into said flush-well and is
carried upwardly and is in communication
with the cylinder C*of an ordinary pump C¥,
and the cylinder Ctis provided with a pipe

- C% whieh is in communication with a pipe C¥,

which is provided with four branches Cs,
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which extend inwardly through the adjacent
wall of the building A and downwardly
into the compartments a¢® and terminates over
the screening composed of the layers b 17,
1%, and b of straw, corncobs, and copper wire.

Arranged at the side of the building A, op-

posite the sewer-pipe a, is a receiver-well D, .

with which each of the slush-chambers b° com-
municate by means of a pipe d, each of which

is provided with a valve d? which is operated

by a rod d? whieh is provided at its upper
end with a ring or handle d% and communi-
cating with the bottom of the well D are pipes
d?, which communieate with the flush-well .C.

I also provide means for conveying foul
odors from the slush-chambers, which con-
sist of a pipe C’, which extends into said cham-
bers, as shown in Fig. 2, and upwardly and

out through one of the side walls of the build-
ing A, and in practice I connect a pump:

therewith by means of which the foul odors

are drawn from said slush-chambers and,
foreed into the furnace and used as a blast,

and an ordinary fan-blower may be employed

for this purpose, if desired, and by means of
this arrangement the foul air from the slush-;
chambers or the odors with which the same:

is laden are consumed.

The second part of the apparatus, or that
portion which is located in the building A®?,:
is also divided by transverse partitions E and:
by a central longitudinal partition -¢ into:
eight filtering-compartments ¢*, and arranged |

upon the longitudinal partition eis a conduit
%, which is provided at one end with a pipe

et, which is in communiecation with the eylin-.
der €° of a pump €5 and communicating with:

the eylinder ¢° of the pump ¢®is a pipe €7,

which extends downwardly into the bottom"

of the receiving-well D.

The conduit €3 is provided with water-dis-
tributing pipes I', two of which are prefer-
ably employed in each of the filtering-cham-
bers €% -and these pipes are connected with
the conduit ¢* by ball-and-socket joints G,
and are supported at their outer ends by
brace-rods g, which are connected therewith,
as shown at g% and with standards g% se-
cured to the sides of the conduit €%, and the
pipes I are finely perforated at the sides and
bottom, asshown atf, and at a predetermined
distance below the pipes IF are arranged trans-

. verse beams II, of angle-iron, above which is
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placed a copper screen /i, which is preferably
composed of a plurality of layers of screens
connected as shown and described in Fig. 5,
and above the screen / is placed a thick layer
Ii? of gravel, above which is placed a thicker
layer Ii? of sand, and -above which is placed
a layer 1 of finer gravel than that at /%, and
beneath the beams H, by which the filtering
material h, h?, h%and /it is supported,are pure-
water.chambers 7%, provided with concrete
bottoms. 7.5,

‘The water-chambers /° are each provided
with pipes I, which are shown in Fig. 4 and
which communicate with said chambers near

trough-shaped screens.

the top thereof, and these pipes K on each
side are in communication with a pipe k and
are provided with valves &? and in Fig. 1the
pipes K and & are shown only on one side of
the building A? and the compartments there-
of are shown at the opposite side. The wa-
ter-chambers 1° are also provided with flush-
pipes k%, by which said chambers may be
cleaned whenever desired, and it will be un-
derstood that the water when it passes from
said chambers /i’ through the pipes K enters
the pipe or pipes % (shown in I'igs. 1and 3) and
may be conveyed wherever desired for use.
Above the conduit ¢® and resting thereon
is a railway-track composed of rails I, and
I also provide a truck or car I7? which is
mounted on said track and by means of which
the filtering material, consisting of the sand

and gravel 7% 1%, and Nt may be removed

from the building whenever desired and
brought back when cleaned or purified, it
being understood that whenever necessary
this filtering material may be removed and
cleansed and replaced in position or new fil-
tering material may be substituted therefor,
and the transverse partition-walls I of the
filtering-compartments ¢*> are provided with
vertical air-conduits L3, by which air may be
conveyed orforeedintothefresh-water cham-
bers -or compartments 1S, and the railway-
track L is shown in Fig. 1, and the truck or
car L?is shown in Fig. 3.

The separator-building A is also provided
with transverse beams or girders M, on which
is placed a track m, and a car or truck m? is
placed on the track m, and arranged in said
building adjacent to said track and above
said car is a shaft m?, and directly thereunder
and just above the trough-shaped screens af
is another shaft !, and mounted on these
shafts are wheels or drums »¢%, on which are
mounted bucket-chains mf and by means of
thisconstruction the separating material,com-
posed of the straw 0%, the cobs0®and 0%, may
be removed whenever desired, said material
being shoveled into the buckets m?, by which
it is dumped into the truck or car m?, and
said sereening material 0% 0% and .b*may be
removed whenever desired and may be used
for fertilizing purposes, and new and clean
material may be substituted -therefor.

The operation will be readily understood
from the foregoing description when taken
in-connection with the accompanying draw-
ings and the following statement thereof.

The water passes from-the sewer ¢, through
the pipes ?, into the trough-shaped screens
ab, and all the bulky substances, such as pa-
per and other large particles of various kinds
and classes, are received and retained in said
The water passes
through said screens onto the screening ma-
terial, composed of the straw % the fine cobs
b3, the coarse cobs 1?, and the copperscreen b,
into the slush-chambers °. The heavier par-
ticles in the slush-waterand the most impure
water settles in the slush-chambers 0° and
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passesinto the flush-well C,while the purer wa-
ter passes from said slush-chamber into the
receiving-well D; and the impure water in the
well C is-pumped through the pipe C?® and
through the pipes C%,.C% and (® back into the
separate chambers and again passes through
the séparating material 6%, 4% and %% The
water from the recelvmv-well D is pumped
through the pipe ¢, through the pipe €, into
the conduit e* and said water flows from said

conduits through the finely-perforated dis-

tributing-pipes f onto the filtering material,
composed of the gravel 2% the sand h3, the
coarse gravel h? and the copper screens h,
into the pure-water chambers A% from which
it passes through the pipes' K mto the pipes
k. The flush-pipes %% which communicate
with the bottom of the Water-chambers h?, are
also provided, as will be seen, with valves N,
and the pipes C?, which extend from the
slush-water chambers b° to the well C, are pro-

" vided with valves O, and the pipe d’ which
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extends from the bottom of the receiving-well
D, is provided with a valve O

The partition-walls in the building or struc-
ture A, by which the chambers o? are formed,

are shown at P, and these walls may be of

any desired- helo'ht and the beams M, which
support the track rails m, may also’ suppmt
a floor, if desired.

The Water which passes through the plpes
K from the pure-water chambers h8 i suit-

able for any desired purpose and may be em-

ployed wherever pure water is necessary or

desirable, and it will thus be seen that I ac-'

complish the object of my invention by means

of an apparatus which is simple in construc-
tion and operation and which is well adapted
to produce the result for which it is intended. :
It will also be seen that the filtering material
in the filtering-chambers ¢® may be changed-
or cleansed whenever desired, and the sepa-.

rating material in the chambers a* may also
be removed‘ and new material substituted
whenever desired, and many changes in and

modifications of the construction herein de-

scribed may be made without departing from

‘the spirit of my invention or sacrlﬁcmclr its

advantages.
Having fully deseribed my invention, I

claim as new and desue to secure by Letters‘

Patent—

1. A water-purifying apparatus which is:

adapted for use in .connection with a sewer-

age system, said apparatus consisting of a
separating building or strueture, and a filter-
ing huilding or structure, said first-named

structure being placed adjacent to a sewer,

and being provided with separate compart-.

ments which are in communication with said
sewer by means of pipes, said pipes being in

connection with separating-troughs placedin:

said compartments below which is placed sep-
arating -material, below which are formed

slush-chambers, said separating structure be-

ing also provided adjacent tooneside thereof;
Wlth a receiving-well, and also with a ﬂush-

well, said flush-well and said receiving-well
beingin communication with said slush-cham-
bers; and said filtering structure being also
provided with filtering-compartments, a con-
duit placed over said filtering-compartments
and provided with pipes which discharge into
each of said compartments, said filtéring-com-
partments being also provided with filtering
material in the bottom thereof, and said struc-
ture being provided with pure-water cham-
bers beneath said filtering” material, and
means for puniping the water in said receiv-
ing-well adjacent to the separating structure
into said conduit, substantially as shown and

-described.

2. A water-purifying apparatus which is
adapted for use in connection with a sewer-
age system, said apparatus consisting of a

separating building or structure, and a filter--
-ing building or structure, said first-named

structure- being placed adjacent to a sewer,
and being provided with separate compart-
ments which are in communication with said
sewer by means of pipes, said pipes being in
connection with separating-troughs, placedin
said sewer below which is placed separating
material,below which are formed slush-cham-
bers, said separating structure being also pro-
vided adjacent-to one side thereof, with a re-

1 ceiving-well, and also with a flush-well, said

fiush-well and said receiving-well being in
communication with said slush-chambers,
and said filtering structure being also pro-
vided with filtering-compartments; a conduit
placed over said filtering-compartments and

-provided with pipes which discharge into each

of said compartments, said filtering-compart-
ments being also provided with filtering ma-
terial in the bottom thereof, and said struec-
ture being provided with pure-water chain-
bers beneath said filtering material, and
means for pumping the water in said receiv-
ing-well adjacent to the separating structure
into said conduit, and devices in connection
with said separating strueture for pumping
the water from the flush-well back into the
separating - compartments, substantially as
shown and deseribed.

3. The herein-described water- -purifying
apparatus adapted for use in connection with
a sewerage system, said apparatus consisting
of two structures, namely a séparating build-
ing or-structure and a filtering building or
structure, sald separating structure being
provided with separating-compartments be-
low which are placed slush-chambers, said
compartments being in communication with
a sewer, and said filtering building or strue-
ture being provided with filtering-compart-
ments above which is placed a conduit, and
which ‘is provided with distributing - pipes,
and with frésh-water chambers beneath said
filtering-compartments, and means for con-
veying the water from the slush-chambersin
the separating structure into said. conduit,
substantially as shown and described. .

4. The herein -described water-purifying
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apparatus adapted for use in connection with
a sewerage system, said apparatus consisting
of two structures namely a separating build-
ing or structure and a filtering building or
structure, said separating structure being
provided ‘with separating-compartments be-
low which are placed slush-chambers, said
compartments being in communication with a
sewer, and said filtering building or structure
being provided with filtering-compartments
above which is placed a conduit, which is
provided with distributing-pipes, and with
fresh-water chambers beneath said filtering-
compartments, and means for conveying the
water from the slush-chambers in the sepa-
rating struecture into said conduit, said sepa-
rating structure being also provided with a
well which is in communication with said
slush-chambers, and means for pumping the
water from said well back into said separat-
ing-compartments, substantially as shown
and described.

5. In an apparatus for purifying sewage-
water, a building or structure provided with
a plurality of separate compartments, means
for supplying sewer-water to each of said
compartments, an inclined and perforated
trough in each of said compartments to one
end of which the sewer-water is delivered,
separating material forming the floor of said
compartments, and a slush-compartment be-
neath said separate compartments, substan-
tially as set forth.

6. In an apparatus for purifying sewage-
water, a building or structure provided with

separating-compartments which are in com-.

munieation with a sewer, by means of pipes,
said compartments being also provided with
trough - shaped separators with which said
pipes communicate, and beneath which are

placed separating material through which the
water passes into slush-chambers, said sepa--
rating material consisting of straw, corncobs, :
and wire-screening, substantially as shown:

-and described. :
7. In an apparatus for purifying sewage-:

water, a building or structure provided with |
separating-compartments which are in com-

munication with a sewer, by means of pipes, |

said compartments being also provided with |

trough - shaped separators with which said’

pipes communicate, and beneath which are
placed separating material through whiclh the
water passes, into the slush-chambers, said

-separating material consisting of straw, corn-:

cobs, and wire-screening, and said separating-
compartments beingalso providedwith means
for removing said separating material, sub-

stantially as shown and desecribed.

8. An apparatus for purifying sewage-wa-
ter, consisting of a separating building or
structure provided with separating-compart-

ments below which are placed slush-water

compartments,said separating-compartments
being provided with pipes which communi-
cate with a sewer, and means for separating

4 603,221

the coarser articles from the water, and an-
other building or structure provided with fil-
tering-chambers over which passes a conduit,
and means for conveying the water from the
slush-chambers of the separating structure
into said conduit, said filtering-chambers be-
ing provided with means for filtering the wa-
ter, substantially as shown and deseribed.

9. In an apparatus for purifying water, a
building or structure provided with separat-
ing devices whereby the bulky and coarser
substances are removed from the water, and
a filtering structure which is divided into
separate filtering-chambers beneath which
are pure-waler chambers, said filtering-cham-
bers being provided with filtering material in
the bottom thereof, and with a conduit which
extends longitudinally thereover, said con-
duit being provided with distributing-pipes
which are perforated on their under sides,
and said conduit being also in connection
with devices for pumping the water from the
separating-chambers thereinto, substantially
as shown and deseribed.

10. An apparatus for purifying sewage-wa-
ter, adapted to be used in connection with a
sewer, said apparatus consisting of two sepa-
rate buildings or structures, the first of which
is provided with means for separating the
bulky and coarser substances from the water,
and with filtering-compartments and means
for filtering the water, and the second of
which is provided with filtering-compart-
ments, and devices whereby the water is con-
veyed from the first structure into the filter-
ing-compartmentsof the second,substantially
as shown and described.

11. An apparatus for purifying sewage-wa-
ter, adapted to Le used in eonnection with a
sewer, said apparatus consisting of two sepa-
rate buildings or structures, the first of which
is provided with means for separating the
bulky and coarser substances from the water,
and with filtering-compartments and means
for filtering the water, and the second of
which is provided with filtering-compart-
ments, and devices whereby the water is con-
veyed from the first structure into the filter-
ing-compartments of the second, said devices
for filtering the water consisting of thin lay-
ers of gravel and sand which are placed in
the bottom of said fillering-compartments and
below which are pure-water chambers which
are in connection with water-pipes, substan-
tially as shown and desecribed.

12. An apparatus for purifying sewage-wa-
ter, consisting of two buildings or struc-
tures one of which is placed adjacent to the

1 sewer, and is provided with separating-com-

partments in which the bulky or coarser sub-
stances are separated from the water which
passes intoslush-chambers, a water-receiving

"well in communication with said slush-cham-

bers, a flush-well in communication with said
slush-chambers, and the other building or
structure being provided with filtering-cham-
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bers, and means for conveying the water from

said receiving-well into said filtering-cham-
bers, substantially as shown and described.

~13.” An apparatus for purifying sewage-wa-
ter, consisting of two buildings or struc-
tures one of which is placed adjacent to the
sewer-and is provided with separating-com-
partments in which the bulky or coarser sub-
stances are separated from the water which
passesintotheslush-chambers,a water-receiv-
ing -well in communication with said slush-
chambers, a flush-well in communication with
said slush-chambers,; and the other building
or structure being provided with filtering-
chambers, and means for conveying the water
from said receiving-well into saidfiltering-
chambers, and devices for pumping the water
in said flush-well back in said separating-
compartments, substantially as shown and
deseribed. '

14. An apparatus for purifying sewage-wa-
ter, consisting of two separate buildings or
structures, one of which is provided with
means for separating the bulky or coarser ar-
ticles from the water, and a receiving-well

into which the water passes, the other build-

ing or structure being provided with filtering-
compartments, and a conduit into which the
water from said well is preferably conveyed,
said condunit being provided with peérforated
distributing-pipes which open into said filter-
ing-compartments, and said filtering-com-
partments being provided with filtering ma-
terial, consisting of gravel and sand which is
placed in the bottom thereof, and said last-
named building or structure being provided
with pure-water chambers beneath said filter-
ing-compartments, and with means for con-
veying the water therefrom, said chambers
being also provided with flush-pipes, sub-
stantially as shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
myinventionI have signed myname, in pres-
ence of the subseribing witnesses, this 7th
day of July, 1897.

JAMES 8. MILLER.

Witnesses:
F. PierRcE HUMMEL,
G. HARRY SMITH.
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