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L has  S E N N E  

The Seine is a river typically ' belge' which runs out on 
nearly 100 km through three areas. It  forms part of the 
Eastern basin of the Scheldt.  

During several centuries, it constituted for all this area a 
vital artery, source of development and progress...  

But today, all seem to have forgotten what this river 
brought to them. 
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There is more than 1000 years, the Seine was a gracious river, 
formant of many meanders and small islands, very full of fish and 
where flowered abundantly the yellow iris, symbol of the Area of 
Brussels-Capital.  

With the O C century, on these small islands (and in particular 
the Saint-Gery small island) and marshy grounds the franks 
based ' Bruoscella' (the house in the marsh), agricultural village 
which became Brussels later.  

For a long time, its inhabitants used the Seine, both for fishing 
navigation. As of the XIE century, a port was held with the heart 
of Brussels.  

Very many water mills, ponds, stoppings, installed on the Seine 
and its affluents, allowed the economic, urban and social 
development of Brussels.  

The Seine formed at that time two principal arms in Brussels, 
separating with the hamlet from Aa (Anderlecht), as well as many 
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secondary junctions, natural or artificial (in particular ' small 
Senne' and various ditches of the fortifications).  

This situation radically changed to the XIXE century: the risings 
of the Seine caused many damage in Brussels, the more so as 
one less and less left place with the river for épandre his sudden 
changes of mood frightening and dreaded.  

Moreover, the increasing quantities of worn water (even of 
rubbish) rejected by the dwellings and later by industry (in 
particular laundries, dyeings, basket makings, breweries, 
tanneries...), transformed the river into in the open air sewer, at 
the origin of sporadic epidemics.  

The nauseous odors which emerged some are particularly 
marked at the time of low-water.  

Since 1434, the Seine is channeled for navigation. But with the 
creation of the channel of Brussels to Rupel in 1561, it loses this 
function.  

Under the impulse of Jules Anspach, burgomaster of Brussels, 
the first work of "voûtement" of the Seine will be completed of 
1867 to 1877. The Seine is arched between ' the station of 
midday and the station of the nord', the houses and unhealthy 
lanes destroyed and of the grand boulevards ' in Parisienne' built 
on the old bed (current boulevards of the South, Lemonnier and  
Anspach, as all the buildings which enclose them).  
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