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Voutement of the Seine

An article of Wikipédia, the free encyclopaedia.

the building
site in 1867

The Seine, principal river of Brussels and major element of its history, become factor of insalubrity to fact
the object during second half of the XIXEcentury of one voltement in its urban course, pretexts with
important urban upheavals of the city.

Synopsis
|masguer|

. 1 The Seine In Brussels

. 2 projects of purification

. 3 the building site

. 4 boulevards of the center

. 5 Diversion of the Seine and cleansing
. 6 Sources

the Seine in Brussels [wo modify]

At the beginning of the XIXEcentury, apart from the royal district refitted in the top of the city mainly inhabited
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by the nobility and the upper middle classes, the city preserved a medieval provision of lanes and narrow
dead ends. The half western of the pentagon, the bottom of the city, populeux and industrial is located in

the valley of the Seine.

The river is divided into two arms on the level ofAnderlecht, péneétrant inside the layout of the old

ramparts: for one , by the Large lock , meadows of
the current station of the South and for the other , by

the Small lock , on the level of the Door of Ninove. Their sinuous
courses through the city form two small islands meeting on the level of the second,

the Large island or Saint-Gery island, before continuing towards

the boulevard of Antwerp. An artificial arm, the small Seine, consisted the old ditches external of the
second enclosure connects the two arms in on this side locks, being used as derivation, and skirts the channel
of Charleroi, before joining the principal course of the river in the north of the city.

The river for a long time lost its utility of inland waterway to the profit of the channels. The Seine was always

a river with the capricious flow and to the frequent overflows, the demographic pressure of the time returns

the width and the consequences of those increasingly dramatic. The locks and derivation are impotent, in period
of strong rain, to control the discharge of river, grown bigger by the many brooks which run heights and

whose course is blocked by the piles of the bridges and the constructions made without control as by

the insufficiency of the clearing out of its bed. In dry period, the flow reduced by the taking away upstream of
the water intended for the needs for the inhabitants and the diversion of a part of the affluents of the river to
feed the channel, is insufficient to evacuate used water, refuse and rejections of the industries installed in

the suburbs which are poured there. The Seine became a sewer with sky open to the stench.

At the beginning of second half of the century, periods of dryness, floods and an epidemic of cholera, caused
as much by the river as by the conditions of misery (lack of hygiene, drinking water and healthiness) in which
saw the population of the low districts, oblige the authorities of the province of Brabantet of the town of

Brussels to seek the means of cleansing the Seine.

[to modify] projects of purification

g_ _ e

Building El
of the

large Lock

The first studies and proposals go back to 1859, during the following years various commissions of engineers
will be installation to examine them. Several tens of projects, unquestionable unrealizable, will be given.

Some recommend to purify the river while bringing to it of great quantities of water and to arrange it by
improving the network of collectors of sewer, which either would be immersed, or placed under new quays. It
is also proposed to divert it out of the center by using the arm external of the small Seine, which would

be widened. Others considering impossible purification give various projects from voltement of the Seine. One
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of them proposes to double the underground collector by a tunnel railway, premonitory, the come idea too
early, precedes the future junction North-Midday.

It is finally with the communal council that it rests to indicate the final project, it is that of the architect Leon
Suys, subjected in 1865 and supported by the burgomaster Jules Anspach who will be selected. It acts,

after having removed the secondary arm of the Seine by closing the small lock, to channel the river in
underground conduits placed under a succession of 30 meters broad rectilinear boulevards, in form of Y, large
lock, close of the station of the South to the temple of Augustins (current place De Brouckére), then on the

one hand towards the station of North (current Rogier place), other towards the boulevard of Antwerp.

The determination of Anspach in favour of the plans of Suys is not without ulterior motives, well beyond

the problem of the cleansing of the Seine, the project has the advantage of answering several of its concerns.
Its ambition is to transform this part, unhealthy deeply, of the bottom of the city in a business district worthy of
a modern capital. It is a question of attracting towards the center a more fortunate population which since

the success of the creation of the Léopold district andthe Louise avenue is diverted of the old workings in favour
of the communes of the suburbs, which causes an important loss of earnings tax for the city. The suppression
of the many lanes and dead ends of the district, seen like obstacles with hygiene and circulation, in favour of

a broad way connecting the two stations in full expansion, seems a need and a factor of embellishment. A
recent law voted at the Parliament, allows expropriation by zones, due to public utility, i.e., to empty its

whole inhabitants, easily and at low prices, districts, well beyond the surfaces strictly necessary to work,

which makes it possible to transform the company into speculative operation, the important appreciation
obtained at the time of the resale of the grounds having to make it possible to finance work. The modest fate
of the populations driven out their residences and forced to go to settle in other already over-populated districts,
or to leave the city for the suburbs, does not worry large world at the time, more especially as they do not

pay taxes and do not have the voting rights.

[to modify] the building site
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As a convinced liberal, Anspach which fears the weaknesses and the rigidity of the administration, entrusts
the concession of work to an English private company. The contract signed on June 15, 1866 and the

expropriation of the first 1.100 houses carried out in a few months, the building site can start in February 1867.

Put aside the important systems sewerages built upstream and downstream on the territory of the
communes bordering, the voltement itself one in its crossing of the pentagon has a 2,2 kilometers length.
It consists of two parallel collectors of 6 meters broad each one, and of two side sewers taking again each
one worn water of a bank of the river, the unit built out of built bricks.

Since the adoption of the final draft, Jules Anspach must face many oppositions and critical. They came first of
all from the commissions of engineers for whom vodtement is not easily realizable because of the basement
of Brussels, dangerous because of the accumulation of gas, and insufficient to absorb the flow at the time of
the risings. The opposition and the population complain about the cost of work and the rises of taxes which
result from this, of the harmful effects, of the weak compensation for the expropriés goods, the way in which
the burgomaster with worn to impose the project and of the absence of public invitation to tender of work.
The press shows it to be the demolition contracter of the Brussels old man and publishes several caricatures.
The technical difficulties which delay the advance of the building site, and especially the scandal of

the embezzlements carried out by one of the shareholders of the English company, which will force the latter to
be withdrawn and the city to take again the work management, put it in bad posture. It will be re-elected

only accuracy in 1869.

Vodtement of the Seine is finally inaugurated on 30 November 1871 by the communal council solemnly opening
the valves of the large lock rebuilt by Leon Suys.

[to modify] boulevards of the center
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of 1876
Henri

Beyaert

The continuation of the boulevards, the boulevard of Hainaut (data base. Lemonnier), the Central boulevard
(data base. Anspach), the boulevard of North (data base Adolphe max) and the boulevard of Seine (data
base Emile Jacqmain ]) are gradually opened with the circulation of 1871 to 1873.

This new transportation route, must replace the too narrow axis made up of the street of the South, the street
of Fripiers and the street Neuve, and give a new breath to the districts of the bottom of the city, transformed
into new district of businesses. To this end and to attract the investments, one builds there public buildings,
whose as envisaged it the project of Leon Suys, the Stock Exchange of trade and the large central

Markets, remarkable example of metal architecture, to replace the markets in the open air whose hygiene

leaves something to be desired (destroyed in 1958), the monumental fountain which was to break the monotony
of the boulevards on the level of the Fontainas place, is abandoned for budgetary reason. The Palate of the
South is supposed to instigate the data base of Hainaut.

price,
Charles-

Emile
Janlet

The construction of buildings deprived on the boulevards and in the neighbourhoods, is long in following.

The upper middle classes continues to prefer the new districts of the suburbs to the narrow pieces of the
center. The high selling price of the grounds, intended to finance a part of the costs of work, and the
important rents that it supposes, is not with the range of the less fortunate social classes. Moreover, the life

in apartment does not make yet at that time left the practices of the Inhabitants of Brussels who prefer the
one-family house to him. The investment properties, built by private contractors are long in finding purchasing
or tenants. 1895 will have to be waited until, to see the boulevards entirely bordered of buildings. To

stimulate construction and to guarantee quality of it, it is decided to organize contests of architecture of which
the first will reward twenty buildings, finished before January 1, 1876. The first price of 20.000 franks is allotted
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to the house "Yesterday STI in
den kater in kat ", boulevard of North?uvre of Henri Beyaert.

4th
price, A.
Vanderheggen

The old church of Augustins, style baroque, built at the beginning of the XVIIEcentury and only vestige of

a convent destroyed in 1796 by the French revolutionists, underwent multiple assignments. After being
converted into Protestant temple of 1815 to 1830, it will be used as exposure and concert hall, of purse of
trade and central post office. With the center of the current place of Brouckeére, its frontage was for Leon Suys
to constitute the point of test card of the new prospect for the boulevards. Circumvented with large expenses
by vodtement, it will be finally demolished in 1893, its style not being more with the its presence and style of
the day, considered to be awkward. It will be replaced by a fountain dedicated to the memory of Jules
Anspach. The frontage of the temple will be dismounted stone by stone and will be used for construction

ofthe church of Holy Trinity in a new district oflxelles[ll.

[to modify] Diversion of the Seine and cleansing

If voltement realized to the XIXEcentury solved the medical problems and of floods in the old city, it is not the

case in common the peripherals. The Seine is always strongly polluted in spite of work of drainings and the
outfalls in the channel are not enough to completely remove the risings which affect still regularly certain districts.

In 1930 east creates an inter-commune company whose objective is to carry out the drain of the Seine

in underground collectors in the near total of its crossing of the agglomeration of Brussels. In the center, the
river will be diverted central boulevards and will skirt the channel under the boulevards outer of the small

belt. Slowed down by the war and work of the junction North-Midday, the unit will be finished only in 1955.
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The Seine
at the exit
of the
northern
Station of
purification

The unused sluices of the central boulevards will facilitate the realization later, under, of the North-South line of
the prémétro, inaugurated in 1976. The digging of the line starting from the collectors made it possible to limit

to the maximum the harmful effects on the surface. Since, the old conduits are used as basin of storm.
The Anspach fountain will be moved in the district of the quays.

The purification of worn water of the Area of Brussels-Capital will be carried out only to the XXIEcentury by

the construction of two stations of purification. The

southern station which treat the water rejected by

360.000 inhabitants, and the northern station

brought into service in March 2007 and located at the limit of the area, between Senne and channel, Who is able
to treat worn water of 1.100.000 inhabitants and must finally allow to cleanse the Seine, source of a great part
[21

of the pollution of the Scheldt, downstream

[to modify] Sources

. Thierry Demey: Brussels, chronicle of a
capital in building site,
Volume 1. Voldtement of the
Seine to the junction North-

Midday , Brussels, Paul Legrain/C.F.C.-Editions, 1990, 343 p[§1

1. ? Site of the Holy Trinity

? Station of Aquiris purification

3. ? Presentation of the work: Brussels, chronicle of a
capital in building site

N

ﬁ Gate of architecture and town planning Gate of Brussels

Recovered " http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vo%C3%BBtement de la Senne "
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