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Voûtement of the Seine

An article of Wikipédia, the free encyclopaedia.
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Beginning of 
the building 
site in 1867

The Seine, principal river of Brussels and major element of its history, become factor of insalubrity to fact 
the object during second half of the XIXEcentury of one voûtement in its urban course, pretexts with 
important urban upheavals of the city.

Synopsis

[masquer]

●     1 The Seine In Brussels 
●     2 projects of purification 
●     3 the building site 
●     4 boulevards of the center 
●     5 Diversion of the Seine and cleansing 
●     6 Sources 

the Seine in Brussels [to modify]

At the beginning of the XIXEcentury, apart from the royal district refitted in the top of the city mainly inhabited 

Vos dons permettent à Wikipédia de continuer à 
exister !

http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/tr

http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/tr (1 of 9) [9/28/2007 11:18:14 AM]

http://www.altavista.com/
http://www.altavista.com/
http://www.altavista.com/web/tools
http://babelfish.altavista.com/
javascript:babelOrigWin(origURL)
http://av.rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0Je6TBpQ_1GJGoB0zGuCqMX;_ylu=X3oDMTBhdmJsNjJtBHNlYwN0cnB0bnI-/SIG=11082ttem/**http%3a//www.systransoft.com/
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/trurl_pagecontent?lp=fr_en&trurl=http%3a%2f%2ffr.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fVo%25C3%25BBtement_de_la_Senne#column-one
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/trurl_pagecontent?lp=fr_en&trurl=http%3a%2f%2ffr.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fVo%25C3%25BBtement_de_la_Senne#searchInput
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/trurl_pagecontent?lp=fr_en&trurl=http%3a%2f%2ffr.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fImage%3aVo%25C3%25BBtement_de_la_Senne_1867.JPG
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/trurl_pagecontent?lp=fr_en&trurl=http%3a%2f%2ffr.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fImage%3aVo%25C3%25BBtement_de_la_Senne_1867.JPG
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/trurl_pagecontent?lp=fr_en&trurl=http%3a%2f%2ffr.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fSenne_%2528rivi%25C3%25A8re%2529
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/trurl_pagecontent?lp=fr_en&trurl=http%3a%2f%2ffr.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fBruxelles
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/trurl_pagecontent?lp=fr_en&trurl=http%3a%2f%2ffr.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fXIXe_si%25C3%25A8cle
javascript:toggleToc()
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/trurl_pagecontent?lp=fr_en&trurl=http%3a%2f%2ffr.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fVo%25C3%25BBtement_de_la_Senne#La_Senne_.C3.A0_Bruxelles
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/trurl_pagecontent?lp=fr_en&trurl=http%3a%2f%2ffr.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fVo%25C3%25BBtement_de_la_Senne#Les_projets_d.E2.80.99.C3.A9puration
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/trurl_pagecontent?lp=fr_en&trurl=http%3a%2f%2ffr.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fVo%25C3%25BBtement_de_la_Senne#Le_chantier
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/trurl_pagecontent?lp=fr_en&trurl=http%3a%2f%2ffr.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fVo%25C3%25BBtement_de_la_Senne#Les__boulevards_du_centre
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/trurl_pagecontent?lp=fr_en&trurl=http%3a%2f%2ffr.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fVo%25C3%25BBtement_de_la_Senne#D.C3.A9tournement_de_la_Senne_et_assainissement
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/trurl_pagecontent?lp=fr_en&trurl=http%3a%2f%2ffr.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fVo%25C3%25BBtement_de_la_Senne#Sources
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/trurl_pagecontent?lp=fr_en&trurl=http%3a%2f%2ffr.wikipedia.org%2fw%2findex.php%3ftitle%3dVo%25C3%25BBtement_de_la_Senne%26action%3dedit%26section%3d1
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/trurl_pagecontent?lp=fr_en&trurl=http%3a%2f%2ffr.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fXIXe_si%25C3%25A8cle
http://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Faire_un_don


http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/tr

by the nobility and the upper middle classes, the city preserved a medieval provision of lanes and narrow 
dead ends. The half western of the pentagon, the bottom of the city, populeux and industrial is located in 
the valley of the Seine.

The river is divided into two arms on the level ofAnderlecht, pénètrant inside the layout of the old 
ramparts: for one , by the Large lock , meadows of 
the current station of the South and for the other , by 
the Small lock , on the level of the Door of Ninove. Their sinuous 
courses through the city form two small islands meeting on the level of the second, 
the Large island  or Saint-Gery island, before continuing towards 
the boulevard of Antwerp. An artificial arm, the small Seine, consisted the old ditches external of the 
second enclosure connects the two arms in on this side locks, being used as derivation, and skirts the channel 
of Charleroi, before joining the principal course of the river in the north of the city.

The river for a long time lost its utility of inland waterway to the profit of the channels. The Seine was always 
a river with the capricious flow and to the frequent overflows, the demographic pressure of the time returns 
the width and the consequences of those increasingly dramatic. The locks and derivation are impotent, in period 
of strong rain, to control the discharge of river, grown bigger by the many brooks which run heights and 
whose course is blocked by the piles of the bridges and the constructions made without control as by 
the insufficiency of the clearing out of its bed. In dry period, the flow reduced by the taking away upstream of 
the water intended for the needs for the inhabitants and the diversion of a part of the affluents of the river to 
feed the channel, is insufficient to evacuate used water, refuse and rejections of the industries installed in 
the suburbs which are poured there. The Seine became a sewer with sky open to the stench.

At the beginning of second half of the century, periods of dryness, floods and an epidemic of cholera, caused 
as much by the river as by the conditions of misery (lack of hygiene, drinking water and healthiness) in which 
saw the population of the low districts, oblige the authorities of the province of Brabantet of the town of 
Brussels to seek the means of cleansing the Seine.

[to modify] projects of purification 

 
Building 

of the 
large Lock

The first studies and proposals go back to 1859, during the following years various commissions of engineers 
will be installation to examine them. Several tens of projects, unquestionable unrealizable, will be given. 
Some recommend to purify the river while bringing to it of great quantities of water and to arrange it by 
improving the network of collectors of sewer, which either would be immersed, or placed under new quays. It 
is also proposed to divert it out of the center by using the arm external of the small Seine, which would 
be widened. Others considering impossible purification give various projects from voûtement of the Seine. One 
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